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From Oral Tradition to Literary Heritage: The

Journey of Folkliterature
Folkliterature represents the earliest form of creative expression in
human societies and serves as a valuable source for understanding the
cultural history, language, and collective identity of a community.
Originating in oral traditions, it has been transmitted from one
generation to another through stories, songs, legends, proverbs,
riddles, myths, and folk narratives. This article explores the evolution
of folkliterature from spoken word to recognized literary heritage,
highlighting its role in preserving social values, customs, beliefs, and
historical memories. It examines how folkliterature is generally
divided into two major forms folk prose and folk poetry and
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emphasizes its communal nature, as it is created, modified, and
sustained by the collective experiences of the people rather than by
individual authors. The study further discusses the transformation of
oral traditions into written texts and their contribution to the
development of language and literature. By tracing the journey of
folkliterature from oral performance to literary documentation, the
article underscores its enduring significance as a living cultural
treasure that continues to inspire literary creativity and strengthen
cultural identity in contemporary society.

Key Words: Folk fiterature, Punjabi Folk, Literature, Punjabi Language,
Parts of Folk, Prose, Poetry, Creation, Society.
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"Old English folc "common people, laity; men; people, nation, tribe;
multitude; troop, army," from Proto-Germanic *fulka- (source also of Old
Saxon folc, Old Frisian folk, Middle Dutch volc, Dutch volk, Old High
German folc, German Volk "people"). Perhaps originally "host of warriors:"
Compare Old Norse folk "people,” also "army, detachment;" and Lithuanian
pulkas "crowd," Old Church Slavonic pluku "division of an army" (hence
Russian polk "regiment"), both believed to have been borrowed from Proto-
Germanic. Old English folcstede could mean both "dwelling-place" and
"battlefield." According to Watkins, from PIE #*ple-go-, suffixed form of
root *pele- (1) "to fill," which would make it cognate with Greek plethos
"people, multitude," and Latin plebes, "the populace, the common people."
Boutkan thinks both the Germanic and Balto-Slavic could be a common
borrowing from a substrate language.

Superseded in most senses by people. Generally a collective noun in
Middle English, however plural folks is attested from 15c. Old English folc
was commonly used in forming compounds (59 are listed in the Clark Hall
dictionary), such as folccwide "popular saying," folcgemot "town or district
meeting;" folewoh "deception of the public." Modern use of folk as an
adjective is from c. 1850"1

<A1 Folk 53

"The American Heritage Dictionary of the English Language, 4th

Edition"
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"From Middle English, from Old English folc, from Proto-Germanic
*fulkan (compare West Frisian folk, Dutch volk and German Volk), from
#fulka= ("crowd, army"), possibly from Proto-Indo-European *pl?h1-go
(compare Welsh 6l 'track’, Lithuanian pulkas 'crowd', Old Church Slavonic
pluku 'army division', Albanian plog 'barn, heap'; the Slavic and Lithuanian
words may have been borrowed from Proto-Germanic instead). (Some have
also unsuccessfully attempted to link the word to Latin vulgus, populus or
plebs ). Related to follow."2
Sab Jo U ULk (1 B3 & 7 07§ B “ TP S il of Ui
e Sk S § 6 Gl e U I G o 89 TP 85 § T e
FOLK; FOLKS"
Folk, Folks, n. collect. & pl. Etym: [AS. folc; akin to D. volk, OS. &
OHG. folk, G. volk, Icel. f, Sw. & Dan. folk, Lith. pulkas crowd,and perh. to
[.E. follow
(.Eng. Hist) A
Defn: In Anglo-Saxon times, the people of a group of
townships or villages; a community; a tribe. [Obs. | The organization of each
folk, as such, sprang mainly from war. J. R.Green.
.y People in general, or a separate class of people; —— generally
used in the plural form, and often with a qualifying adjective; as,the old folks;
poor folks. [Colloq.]In winter’s tedious nights, sit by the fire With good old

folks, and let them tell thee tales. Shak.
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it The persons of one’s own family; as, our folks are all
well.[Colloq. New Eng.] Bartlett. Folk song, one of a class of songs long
popular with the common people.—— Folk speech, the speech of the common
people, as distinguished from that of the educated class."3
oS e = Q/JJ; UL Ul # UF Sl Gl Sy 59 U
Ul I i UL UL Folk 58 S 325 14l B B UL UL S 13
St brus
""folk or folks n pi * : persons of a certain class, kind, or group 2
folks pi ¢ people in general 3 folks pi : the members of one'sfamily : one's
relatives 2folk adj : created by the common people"4
7 LB 1o il L fole" & 21 312 9 "ol S 1
A JI-S "volc"c)/lgf b 8 U1 & U U= LT & Sz F dt/“ U7 U
SKb &/ &» COLLINSCOBUILD ENGLISH LANGUAGE DICTIONARY
- éf 3}
"folk / fayk/ , folks. 1 Folk are people; sometimes used showing
affection, eg She was like all the old folk, she did everything in strict rotation
country folk are a suspicious lot... Nearly all English Depart- ment folk here,
I guess.... Mrs Hogan and I are having some folks round for drinks on
Sunday.
.FYour folks are your close family, especially your mother and
father; used especially in AmericanEnglish, eg / don't even have time to

write letters to my folks.
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FYou use folks as a term of address in informal English when you
are addressing several people, eg That's all for tonight, folks.

."Folk music, art, custom, etc is considered to be traditional or
typical of a particular community or nation, representing the culture and
feelings of the ordinary people there, eg ...this gem of Russian folk wisdom...
It was reputedly used as folk medicine to cure snake hites one of the folk
songs he had learnt in childhood."5
& < b folk &sOxford American Dictionary of Current English

SAEL
"folk /fok/ n. (pi. folk or folks) 1 (treated as pi.) people in general
or of a specified class (few folks about; towns-folk). 2 (in pi.) Cusu. folks)
one's parents or relatives. 3 (treated as sing.) a people. 4 (treated as sing.)
collog. traditional music, esp. a style featuring acoustic guitar. 5 (attrib.) of
popular origin; traditional (folk art)."6
& «» JS% & THE STUDENT' S PRACTICAL DICTIONARY
uf é o
"LJ)ruL:/‘u’bJ!-Folk, n. People in general”
FEL ol 2 P 5 de
A S Y:FolK”
P LS ey ol S P I S e F G
U e U s § g G G U S 51U G Sz ugs Ut ¥
Uit Elolss Uy e s U e UBLeUB ™5 Ul s a5 (UG 2 <6 b )
L Uk UL A2 oAy G2 ok s /fl o U S s 14 s (3J
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"traditional to or typical of a particular group or country, especially
one where people mainly live in the countryside, and usually passed on from
parents to their children over a long period of time"9

S f&) é! 4/7 s S i &» Cambridge Dictionary

"Folk art expresses something about the lives and feelings of
ordinary people in a particular group or country, especially those living in the
countryside"10

ol 1y Sl UF B3 Unl B Qb U2 gl Ud Sl ud P 5 B S F
u,f o) él &S & u’/jﬁ’ JJJ:,-L/ U

b behz e o oe S i S

SE & st Y

Hoesw (b &2 é@j/r G ug/uﬂ_,«fg sl R S

SE N s e S 8L o™ 3o

:J YA world, A division of the universe, Region, Country, Tract,
Province, The inhabitants of the world, Mankind, people, Folk, Man,Men; A

multitude.12
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